Article 16
Confiscation and Seizure of the Proceeds and
Instrumentalities of Corruption

1.

Each State Party shall adopt such legislative measures as may be necessary to enable:

(a) its competent authorities to search, identify, trace, administer and freeze
or seize the instrumentalities and proceeds of corruption pending a final
judgement;

(b) confiscation of proceeds or property, the value of which corresponds to

that of such proceeds, derived, from offences established in accordance
with this convention;

(c) repatriation of proceeds of corruption.
2. The Requested State Party shall, in so far as its law permits and at the request of the
Requesting State Party, seize and remit any object:
(a) which may be required as evidence of the offence in question; or
(b) which has been acquired as a result of the offence for which extradition
is requested and which, at the time of arrest is found in possession of the
persons claimed or is discovered subsequently.

3. The objects referred to in clause 2 of this Article may, if the Requesting State so
requests, be handed over to that State even if the extradition is refused or cannot be
carried out due to death, disappearance or escape of the person sought.

4. When the said object is liable for seizure or confiscation in the territory of the Requested
State Party the latter may, in connection with pending or ongoing criminal proceedings,
temporarily retain it or hand it over to the Requesting State Party, on condition that it is
returned to the Requested State Party.

Article 17

Bank Secrecy

1.

Each State Party shall adopt such measures necessary to empower its courts or other
competent authorities to order the confiscation or seizure of banking, financial or
commercial documents with a view to implementing this Convention.

The Requesting State shall not use any information received that is protected by bank
secrecy for any purpose other than the proceedings for which that information was
requested, unless with the consent of the Requested State Party.

State Parties shall not invoke banking secrecy to justify their refusal to cooperate with
regard to acts of corruption and related offences by virtue of this Convention.

State Parties commit themselves to enter into bilateral agreements to waive banking
secrecy on doubtful accounts and allow competent authorities the right to obtain from
banks and financial institutions, under judicial cover, any evidence in their possession.

Article 18
Cooperation and Mutual Legal Assistance

1.

In accordance with their domestic laws and applicable treaties, State Parties shall provide
each other with the greatest possible technical cooperation and assistance in dealing
immediately with requests from authorities that are empowered by virtue of their national
laws to prevent, detect, investigate and punish acts of corruption and related offences.



2. If two or several State Parties have established relations on the basis of uniform
legislation or a particular regime, they may have the option to regulate such mutual
relations without prejudice to the provisions of this Convention.

3. State Parties shall co-operate among themselves in conducting and exchanging studies
and researches on how to combat corruption and related offences and to exchange
expertise relating to preventing and combating corruption and related offences.

4. State Parties shall co-operate among themselves, where possible, in providing any
available technical assistance in drawing up programmes, codes of ethics or organizing,
where necessary and for the benefit of their personnel, joint training courses involving
one or several states in the area of combating corruption and related offences.

5. The provisions of this Article shall not affect the obligations under any other bilateral or
multilateral treaty which governs, in whole or in part, mutual legal assistance in criminal
matters.

6. Nothing in this Article shall prevent State Parties from according one another more

favourable forms of mutual legal assistance allowed under their respective domestic law.

Article 19
International Cooperation

In the spirit of international cooperation, State Parties shall:

1. Collaborate with countries of origin of multi-nationals to criminalise and punish the
practice of secret commissions and other forms of corrupt practices during international
trade transactions.

2. Foster regional, continental and international cooperation to prevent corrupt practices in
international trade transactions.

3. Encourage all countries to take legislative measures to prevent corrupt public officials
from enjoying ill-acquired assets by freezing their foreign accounts and facilitating the
repatriation of stolen or illegally acquired monies to the countries of origin.

4. Work closely with international, regional and sub regional financial organizations to
eradicate corruption in development aid and cooperation programmes by defining strict
regulations for eligibility and good governance of candidates within the general
framework of their development policy.

5. Cooperate in conformity with relevant international instruments on international
cooperation on criminal matters for purposes of investigations and procedures in offences
within the jurisdiction of this Convention.



